Nursing Home

What is a Nursing Home Outreach?
We go to area nursing homes to offer a free gift or a homemade card as we visit with the residents.  We may even send a team to play bingo and make balloon animals.  Along with the free gift and fun we offer prayer,  All this, with the simple message that God loves them…no strings attached.

What will I do when I get there?  
· Check in with the activities director and let them know you are visiting from The Vineyard Church.

· Go door-to-door offering a free gift and prayer.

· Some of the residents may want to have you stay and visit for a while.  Give them a chance to talk while you share a little bit about yourself.

· Pray, Pray, Pray…When someone receives a gift, it’s amazing to see how touched almost all of the recipients are.  This allows for a very open atmosphere, where people tend to let down their guard, seeing that we’re there because we care.  In this environment, prayer doesn’t seem so threatening to those we serve…making it easier for us to offer.  

IF THEY HAVE NO PRAYER REQUESTS…Pray anyway.  Just pray for God to bless them and their home.  If they don’t want prayer at all and specifically tell you not to, don’t force it and pray for that family with the group at the end of the outreach.

Helpful Hints

· NEVER TRAVEL ALONE.  Go in pairs.  Big groups may be overwhelming to some of the residents.
· Always offer prayer before leaving.

· Don’t leave the gift in an empty room…find another room or resident.

·  Have children closely supervised – but leave them room to charm the residents!
· Just letting them know that they are loved will mean so much.

