
We are being welcomed by the management of The Willows of Springdale to spend some time with some of their younger residents. Taking along some simple craft supplies, we’ll set up shop in their community room/ office building for a craft time with the children. This is a great opportunity to build relationship with our neighbors and let these little ones know how much God loves them.
What will I do when I get there?
· Go to the management office and let the workers know you’re there. They will let you into the community room.
· While part of the team sets up shop and gets ready to get crafty, send a pair (or two, depending on the size of your team) out to invite the kids for craft time. Go door-to-door offering packets of candy and inviting kids to the community room. Make sure parents know who you are. A newsletter was distributed throughout the complex letting people know we’re coming.
· The remainder of the team should stay behind, getting familiar with the craft and setting up stations to work with. Tables are the most important thing – if chairs are not available, don’t worry about it. Kids don’t mind standing.

· Participants will help a child make a craft and give attention to the child while he or she is making the craft.  Have participants introduce self, find out the child’s name, and initiate conversation by saying things like, “what grade are you in school?” “What kinds of things are you doing this summer for fun?”  “What kinds of things do you like to do in school?” and so on...

Helpful Hints 
· Smile and make eye contact with the child

· Introduce self and ask name of the child

· Explain craft to the child

· Encourage the guest (“that’s really good”, “I like the colors you choose”, etc.)

· Silently pray for the child you are working with. Ask God to give you his heart for this specific person. It could be only one word, or a short phrase “New life,”  “hope”  “protection” “peace”  “your presence” “wisdom”.  Try to sense God’s heart.  You’ll be surprised at how this will help you see helping from an entirely different perspective!  It’s a partnership between you and God to help each child feel God’s love in a practical way.
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